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RESEARCHING 

 
Identifying Relevant issues: 

- What area of the law does the question relate to? 
o It may cover multiple areas! 

- Do you understand the related legal terms? 
o Use a legal dictionary 
o Refer back to lectures 
o Does the definition come from an authority to sources? 

- Ensure to subdivide each part of the question 
o Don’t presume a broad overview will suffice 
o Especially with problem questions, there may be multiple parts to the question 

 
Sources: 

- Ensure all sources are up-to-date and relevant to legal principle and appropriate jurisdiction 
- A varied range of sources must be used to back up all propositions of law to show a range of 

wider reading: 
o Primary sources: 

§ Statutes  
§ Case law 

o Secondary sources (check for currency, relevancy, authority, accuracy and purpose) 
§ Journals 
§ Articles 
§ Websites 
§ Official publications 

 
Legal Databases: 

- Make sure to use legal data bases when researching case law and legislation 
- Useful databases: Lexis Library, Westlaw 
- Databases will indicate whether the legislation is in force, amended or repealed 
- They will also indicate whether a case has been overruled or not followed 
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STRUCTURE 

	
Overall structure: 

- Ensure there is a clear and organised presentation of issues, facts and core materials to be 
addressed 

o State what your answer to the question will be and avoid developing your argument in 
introduction 

o Prepare a list of headings/subheadings and consider the size of each section 
o Subdivided bigger sections into two smaller ones 

- Separate descriptive sections from analytical sections 
- Ensure the material and analysis provide enough evidence for the conclusion 

o Have an evidence to justify your conclusion. If you do not have one, then consider 
finding one or change what you think your conclusion should be 

 
Essay Question Structure: 

- Introduction 
o Sets out your understanding of the question 
o Explains how you are going to tackle it 

- Main body 
o Argue both sides of a question to demonstrate your ability to assess each side 
o Note: one of the assessment criteria for essays is that they are ‘balanced’ 
o Set out the reasoning process and evidence clearly and explicitly – do not assume the 

reader knows something 
- Conclusion: 

o Explain how the arguments in your essay allow you to come to your conclusion 
 
Problem Question Structure: 

- Issue 
o Identify the issues 

- Rule 
o Describe or explain the appropriate legal rules used to deal with the issues 

- Analysis 
o Analyse or apply the rule to the facts 

- Conclusion 
o Reach a conclusion about the legal issues which have been raised – i.e. is there a 

contract? Has a tort been committed? 
 

 
 

 
LOGIC & ANALYSIS 

	
Logic and Analysis: 
 

- Ensure to critically analyse the question 
- Ensure to take critical analysis in your answer 
- Describe the law or problem in any work that you do 
- Essay questions: critically analyse the law, ideas and others including the judges 
- Problem questions: critically evaluate or discuss the law or problem. A great example is What 

to do in Law School Guide – Lesson 1 which shows what is expected in terms of approach 
- Evaluate the arguments and ideas on their own merits using your own judgment 
- Ensure the law is good law 
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PRESENTATION 

	
Presentation: 

- Sentence structure 
- Spelling, vocabulary and grammar 
- Gender neutral language 

 
Sentences, Grammar and Language: 

- Read the answer aloud to ensure to check your sentence structure 
- Be clear, concise and simple 
- Ensure you have checking spelling, grammar and vocabulary 
- Avoid writing long sentences as the meaning can be obscured 
- Use punctuations effectively 
- Use paragraphs effectively – a new paragraph signals a new idea or area of discussion 
- Ensure to use gender neutral language by avoiding the use of male/female terms 

 
 

 
REFERENCING 

	
Referencing:	

- Referencing	sources	and	ideas	
- OSCOLA	Referencing	Style	Guide	

	
Referencing	Sources	and	Ideas:	

- You	should	reference	every	time	you	make	a	point	that	refers	to	primary	sources	of	
law	or	to	others’	commentary	or	opinions	on	the	law	

- Make	sure	to	follow	the	OSCOLA	referencing	style	guide	
- Footnotes	are	usually	included	in	the	word	count	
- Bibliographies	are	usually	excluded	from	the	word	count	of	an	essay	(ensure	you	read	

the	instructions	given	to	you	carefully)	
	
 

 
Generic Overview of OSCOLA Referencing:  
 

 Statute Act Title Year 

Statutory Instrument Statutory Instrument Title Year, SI Year/Number 

Case Case Name Citation 

Book Author, Book Title (Edition, Publisher Year)  

Chapter Author, ‘Chapter Title’, in Editor, Book Title (Edition, Publisher Year) 
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Article Author, ‘Article Title’ Citation 

Website Author, ‘Webpage Title’ (Website Title, Date) < URL accessed Date 

 
 
NOTE: 
 
Things to avoid when writing an essay: 
 

- Writing	everything	you	know	about	the	topic	
- Plagiarising		
- Copying	the	lecture	PowerPoints	word	for	word	
- Developing	an	unstructured	and	unpersuasive	argument	
- Only	using	one	type	of	reference	(i.e.	statute)	
- Including	your	feelings	and	moral	stances	
- Incorrectly	referencing	
- Describing	the	law	imprecisely	
- Starting	to	write	at	the	last	minute	
- Citing	case	law	or	statute	without	making	a	link	to	the	argument		
- Jumping	straight	in	and	not	writing	a	plan/outline	
- Ignoring	the	word	limit	

 
 
Useful Links and Resources 
 
Speak to a Learning Adviser: https://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/ld/appt  
 
Speed Reading Workshop 
 
Librarian Consultations (Research) 
 
Researching and Writing a Dissertation Workshop 
à 6 December 2018, 1PM at Woodhouse Seminar room, Charles Wilson Building 
 
Revision and Exam Skills Workshop 
à13 December 2018, 11AM, Quorn Seminar Room,  Charles Wilson Building 
 
Writing Skills Online Resources: https://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/ld/resources/writing  
 
Library Databases: https://www2.le.ac.uk/library/find/databases  
 


